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CHIEF JOSEPH MIDDLE SCHOOL 
RAISES FUNDS FOR BOZEMAN 

HEALTH CANCER CENTER

On May 18th, students at Chief Joseph Middle 
School celebrated the successful conclusion 
of their annual week-long fundraising drive to 
support Bozeman Health Cancer Center and 
the patients it serves. On Thursday morning, 
Foundation EVP Jason Smith and local breast 
cancer survivor Christine Fisher participated in the 
week's closing celebration. 

After Chris shared her story and spoke to how 
important great local cancer care is to those 
fighting the disease, more than half a dozen 
students - boys and girls alike - either shaved their 
heads or had their long hair cut short to benefit 
Locks of Love. 2017 marked the 10th year CJMS 
has raised funds for Bozeman Health Foundation. 
Over the course of the decade, students have 
provided more than $35,000 in charitable 
support.

Bozeman Health Foundation is fortunate to have 
the support and leadership of a dedicated board 
of directors. We are pleased to announce the 
addition of two great leaders to the foundation’s 
board: Dr. Robin Stephenson and Tim Warner, 
Jr. Robin was born and raised in Wayzata, MN 
and after college moved to San Diego where she 
raised her 3 children. In July 2006, she moved 

to Big Sky and spent her 
1st winter as a snow sports 
instructor and a volunteer ski 
patroller. Robin’s education 
background includes a B.A. 
in Humanities, and Special 
Education credentials, a 
MA.ED in Literacy and an Ed.D 
in Curriculum and Instruction 
with a Special Education 
emphasis. 

Tim is the current president of Plazby 
Solutions, LLC.  He is a marketing and strategic 

communications professional 
who grew up in Montana, a 
1987 graduate of Bozeman 
Senior High.  Throughout 

BOZEMAN HEALTH 
FOUNDATION WELCOMES 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS
DISCO FEVER: A SATURDAY NIGHT 

CELEBRATION FOR THE ICU

On Saturday evening, April 29, 2017 more than 500 
people, including many physicians, nurses and Bozeman 
Health caregivers, came together at MSU’s Strand Union 
Ballrooms for our Saturday Night Celebration for the 
ICU. Inspired by live drive challenge contributions from 
the Ruth and Vernon Taylor Foundation and Intercity 
Radiology, we rasied more tahn $515,000 net, a    
record-setting amount in support great local healthcare. 
This total includes a spontaneous, anonymous gift of 
$100,000 from a donor who was overwhelmed by the 
generosity he saw in the room that night. 

Our silent and live auctions were a huge success, with 
our mobile bidding system leading to an 11% increase 
in silent auction revenue over last year, despite us 
having fewer items on display. Thank you to the many 
individuals across Bozeman Health who helped make 
Disco Fever a success.

Mark your calendars: Next year’s event will take place on 
Saturday, April 28!

his career, Tim served as a senior executive at two major biopharmaceutical companies, Immunex 
in Seattle and Nektar Therapeutics in San Francisco.  A specialist in investor relations, marketing 
and crisis communications, Tim worked as a Senior Vice President at APCO Worldwide and Hill & 
Knowlton Strategies both in Washington, DC, both global public affairs and marketing agencies.  
Early in his career, Tim served as Communication Director to U.S. Senator Max Baucus.  Tim started 
his company, Plazby Solutions, LLC, serving international, domestic and Montana-based clients.  
He and his family moved back to Bozeman in 2015. 

Bozeman Health Foundation is sad to have two board members departing this year, Scott Levandowski and Patty Hinds. 
Both of these individuals have devoted their time and expertise with us and we sincerely thank them for their work in 
support of Bozeman Health.

Stephenson

Warner
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Thanks to the efforts of a great team of fundraising professionals, a truly supportive health system senior 
leadership team, an exceptional volunteer board of directors and many 
generous supporters, 2016 was a remarkable year for Bozeman Health 
Foundation. Together, we:

• Raised a remarkable $5.4 million in new gifts and pledges                 
 throughout the year, demonstrating the trust our donors have in   
 Bozeman Health
• Invested more than $2.7 million of charitable funds, through   
 visionary departments, in Bozeman Health priorities
• Saw record-breaking attendance and fundraising through Hospitality
• Successfully completed our Big Sky Medical Center campaign in   
 support of Emergency Scenarios Training
• Received a record-shattering $339,000 in generous pledges and   
 contributions from nearly 700 Bozeman Health employees

Helping Bozeman Health to deliver on its mission to improve community 
health and quality of life is an honor for all of us at Bozeman Health 
Foundation. Thank you to so many who do so much with such passion for a 
cause that saves lives and makes our region stronger for the future.

2016 ANNUAL REPORT: CELEBRATING A GREAT TEAM, 
A REMARKABLE YEAR AND A SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY

GENEROSITY IMPROVES ACCESS AND PATIENT CARE

Each day, Bozeman Health’s Cancer Center provides vital oncology and infusion services to a rapidly growing 
number of community members. Thanks to the extraordinary generosity of two local families, those who turn 
to us for health services during their time of need will have easier access to high quality infusion support than 
ever before. 

Scott and Barbara Heck were inspired to apply earnings 
from their longstanding Cancer Care Endowment Fund 
and to make an additional personal pledge to bring the 
Cancer Center’s new Infusion Annex to life. Inspired by 
the Heck’s leadership and by the many generous donors 
who made memorial contributions at Becky Smith’s 
request following her untimely passing, Stephen Smith, 
Jennifer Ellis and the wider Smith family then made an 
additional gift to name the annex’s new reception area 
in Becky’s honor.

The new Infusion Annex will be located across from the 
Cancer Center and will add as many as seven infusion 
chairs. It will also feature three private infusion rooms 

for patients facing special challenges. Final designs are currently underway and Bozeman Health hopes to be 
seeing patients in the new space, funded by these two generous families, by the end of 2017.

EMERGENCY SIMULATIONS PREPARE BIG SKY FIRST RESPONDERS 
AND BIG SKY MEDICAL CENTER

Many months of preparation went into July’s mass casualty simulation at Big Sky Medical Center. Staff and 
volunteers ‘played’ victims of a bus crash while professional fire and rescue teams from the Yellowstone Club 
and Big Sky Fire Department came to the rescue. ‘Patients’ were then taken to the ER at Bozeman Health 
Big Sky Medical Center for triage and medical care.

Dr. Phil Hess, ER physician, shared afterward, “this simulation was not about patient care, but rather how we 
work together and communicate in a crisis.” The participants were debriefed after the simulation, and will 
continue to analyze what went well as well as opportunities for improvement.

Charitable funds brought these important simulations to Big Sky; special thanks to the 
Yellowstone Community Foundation and generous local donors! 


